
St. Basil’s Catholic Parish
at the university of st. michael’s college

50 St. Joseph Street, Toronto  M5S 1J4

www.stbasiltoronto.org * 416‐926‐7110

Of�ice Hours: Mon-Fri 9:00 am - 1:00 pm; 3:00 pm - 8:00pm
Sat 9:00 am - 6:30 pm Sun 8:30 am - 6:00 pm

Sunday Masses

Confessions

Weekday Masses

Baptisms, Weddings & Funerals

5:00 pm (Sat);

9:00 am; 10:30 am; 12:00 pm; 4:30 pm

Mon‐Fri:  11:30 am ‐ 12:00 pm

Sat:  4:15 pm ‐ 4:45 pm

Please see the parish website or call the

main of�ice for details.  Weddings require a

one year notice.

Mon‐Fri:  7:30 am; 12:10 pm              

StBasil_TO basilstoronto St. Basil’s Parish, Toronto

For 161 years (1856-2017), St. Basil’s Parish has
been home to people of all ages and needs.  For
those who need hearing assistance, devices are
available at the front desk.  Simply leave a photo
ID to borrow one during your visit.   

Mothers are welcome to nurse their children in
church or provide them snacks as needed. As
Pope Francis has said, children's voices, even
when crying, make "the most beautiful choir of
all.”  If you need to, feel free to walk with your
child in the back of the church or in the hallway
off the side aisle. We are blessed because you are
all here!

Parish Staff

Pastor:  Fr. Morgan Rice, CSB

Associate Pastor: Fr. Norm Tanck, CSB

Of�ice Manager: Margaret D’Elia 

Director of Music:  J.P. Farahat

Assistant Organist: Stefani Bedin

Director of Pastoral Ministries: Jessica De Luca

Community Coordinator:  Michael Pirri

Director of Family Ministries: Marilena Berardinelli

Evening Of�ice Assistant: Stela Tudor

Liturgy of the hours
Vespers Mon‐Fri:  5:10 pm

Lauds Sat: 9:00 am           

Thurs: 3:30‐5:00pm

Adoration

Administered by the Basilian Fathers

Prepare the Way of the Lord!
by Jessica De Luca

Advent is a time of preparing – preparing

to celebrate the coming of the Lord. If you are

like me, a staple in preparing for any event in

life begins with making a to‐do list; Christmas

is no exception. I am always sure to have a list

made, sometimes even before December rolls

around.

It would be fair to say that my typical to‐

do list would not include a “pause and re�lect”

bullet point; if it did, it would likely show up

somewhere near the bottom, maybe even as an

afterthought. “Pause and re�lect” is however,

what we are told to do as we enter this second

week of Advent. Today’s scripture readings

remind us to “prepare the way of the Lord” by

preparing ourselves.  
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BAY ST DENTISTRY
Dr. Anna Skalska, Dr. Alison Strong
Dr. Laura Santoro, Dr. Josh Resnick

Dr. Sharan Golini, Periodontist

PREGNANT?
NEED HELP?
Call Birthright

Helpline 1-800-550-4900
Toronto  416-469-1111

www.birthright.org

ROSAR - MORRISON
FUNERAL HOME & CHAPEL

467 Sherbourne Street (at Wellesley)

416-924-1408
Blake A. Brooks, Manager

blake.brooks@dignitymemorial.com

Funeral Prearrangements available
Call for your FREE Personal Planning Guide

Dr. Benny Kwong
Dentist

Serving our neighbourhood
for over 30 years

1033 Bay St., Suite 211
416-928-3080

TOKYO

SUSHI
JAPANESE RESTAURANT

33 St. Joseph St.
416-513-0002

McTAMNEY’S
Buyers & Sellers of

New/Vintage Jewellery
SINCE 1860

139 Church Street 
416-366-9646
mctamneys.com

Evening & Saturday
Appointments Available
1033 Bay St., Ste. 315

(at St. Joseph St.)

416-960-2101416-960-2101
www.baystdentistry.com

Holy Cross Cemetery & Funeral Home   905-889-7467
Mount Hope Cemetery  416-483-4944

Our Funeral Home is Now Open at Holy Cross Cemetery

www.catholic-cemeteries.com

Serving the community
since 2010

In the Manulife building

416-923-8831

ADULT BALLET
55+ CLASSES

DANCE-BASED CONDITIONING
Classes for all ages & abilities

Located at 400 Jarvis St. (Jarvis/Wellesley)

REGISTER NOW: 416.964.3780  |  WWW.NBS-ENB.CA

HANGING

LOCAL
LOCAL
LOCAL

Maximilian
Retreat House

Catholic waterfront retreat
centre near Marmora, 2 hrs.

from Toronto. Sleeps up to 12.
Inexpensive. Special rates for

              Religious Orders
         416-845-8994

           maximilianretreat.com

University ofUniversity of
St Michael's CollegeSt Michael's College

Perfect for Meetings, Banquets &
Receptions for any celebration.

Next to St. Basil's Church
www.dineoncampus.ca/stmikeswww.dineoncampus.ca/stmikes

Call 416.926.7141Call 416.926.7141

EXPRESS IN COLORS,
WHISPER WITH FRAGRANCE

991 Bay St.  416-962-3388
www.flowersonbay.com

FLOWERS     ON BAY

SPOT

www.lpphotoceramics.com

ph: 416-759-5959

MEMORIAL PORTRAITS
The Best of  CameosThe Best of  Cameos

High Quality
Memorial Portraits
    for Your Loved

                        Ones

• Guaranteed not to fade

Wills & Estates Law

Mary Doran: 416-915-5005
mdoran@doranlaw.ca

   • Wedding Planning

   • Day of Coordination

   • Romance Travel

        416-953-9375
www.impresarioevents.ca

TO ADVERTISE IN THIS SPACE PLEASE CALL
905-624-4422

THE PERFECT
TO ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS!

SPOT

Experienced
Make-Up Artist

for Weddings
& Festive Occasions

Fidelia Sum

416-805-3455
BeautyByFidelia@gmail.com

Liturgical Publications, your weekly bulletin printer has
an opening for a full time Sales Representative. 

Base Salary • Commission • Car Allowance • Travel Expenses
If you have a drive to succeed and are self-motivated,
email your resume to salesrep@parishbulletins.com

I AM
preparing for a life of

faith, character, and service.

I AM a St. Michael's Man.

ST. MICHAEL'S COLLEGE SCHOOL
Under the direction of the Basilian Fathers

 The Leader in Catholic Boys’ Education      stmichaelscollegeschool.com
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MASS INTENTIONS

Second Sunday of Advent

Gloria Tansingco (liv.)
Pro Propulo
Rae, Marie, and Sandra Forrester (+,+,+)

Dorothy Hannam (+)

Lorenz Thalheimer (+)
Kitty McAlearey (+)

Our Lady of Guadalupe
Rector Bolado (+)
Stefan and Anna Papez (+,+), Eugene

Madden (+), Manuel and Julieta Lim (+,+)

St. Lucy
Daniel Teh (liv.)
Lina Ciavarella (+)

St. John of the Cross
Sarah Guendouz (liv.)
Leonardo Escobar (+), Pat Criscuolo
(liv.), Albert Rosettis (+)

John Patrick King and Kathleen Angus (+,+)

Luigi and Lina Ciavarella (+,+)

Joseph and Thomas Boyle (+,+)

PRAY FOR THE SICK, especially, Mary O’Brien, Claire

Fidler, Kam Fung Tem, Angel Martinez, Margaret‐Mary
McKenzie, Joe Torres, Rita Moran, Celerina Agpoon, Bernice
Casey,  Concha Gaeitereiro, Lucy Rietveld Bowers, Donna
Wood, Clare DeMello, Erika Farncomb, Roberto Martello,
Filomena La Rocca, Joseph Troncone, Hai Luen Liu, Neil
McCormack, Barbara MacMahon‐Firestone, and Alexander

Wu.

PRAY FOR THE DECEASED, especially, Robert
Thomson.

December 10th —  16th

MMM

LAST SUNDAY’S OFFERTORY:

Sunday, December 3, 2017        $ 17,008.50

Coffee Hour

Please note that next weekend, December

17th,  the last 10:30 Coffee Hour will take place as
there will be a Christmas break in the latter half of
December.

Regular coffee hour resumes on Sunday,
January 7, 2018. 

Society of St. Vincent dePaul

The Society of Saint Vincent de Paul is making
its annual Christmas appeal to help needy families
during the holiday season, which can be especially
challenging for the less fortunate. You can �ind a
special Christmas envelope in today’s bulletin, and
more envelopes are at the back of the church.

Through your support, volunteers at St.
Basil’s will deliver Christmas dinner food vouchers
to families and individuals who are living on social
assistance, who face health issues, or who are simply
down on their luck. We will also help parents buy
gifts for their children. We hope to brighten the day
of Jesus’ birth for some 200 adults and young people.
Every donation, small or large, makes a difference.

You can return the envelopes by placing them
in the regular collections at Masses throughout
December. You can also hand them in at the parish
of�ice, or give them to the St. Vincent members who
staff the poor boxes. Tax receipts will be sent to donors
who provide names and addresses on the envelopes.
Please make cheques payable to: Society of Saint
Vincent de Paul.

Thank you for your kind support!

Church Envelopes

A new calendar year is quickly approaching!
Parish envelopes are available for pickup in the back
of the Church starting this weekend.

Please note that in contrast to previous
years, the labels will be placed on the top of the
envelope boxes. If you have used envelopes this
year, please be sure to only pick up a box with your
number and name on it.

What a beautiful and well‐needed
reminder! It is easy to be overwhelmed in this
season by the seemingly endless lists of to‐dos.
Preoccupied by the things to get done, we often
fail to pay attention to what is most important:
consciously thinking about how we are going to
prepare for Christ to enter into our lives.

As the readings tell us, preparing
ourselves for the coming of the Lord must
include an examination of our conscience. We
are called to seek forgiveness for our wrong
doings and are told to “strive” to let Christ �ind
us each “at peace”. This can be a real challenge
for us, especially if there are sins we are not
ready to acknowledge or purposely ignore.
Encouraging us to spend time in self‐re�lection
and repentance is the beautiful image of Christ
offered in our �irst reading. Christ is described
as a shepherd that feeds His �lock, carries the
lambs, and leads His sheep. We know that the
Lord is compassionate and merciful. Our second
reading tells us He is “patient” with us too.

Inevitably, by pausing and re�lecting, by
examining our conscience and being at peace,
we are faced with a decision to act. Preparing
the way of the Lord includes thinking about
what we can be doing better in our lives.
Perhaps this is something as simple as adding
more prayer time to your day, or helping a
person in need.

In this next week, may we take a break
from the hustle and bustle and spend time
thinking about how we can better prepare
ourselves. Let us all make a to‐do list for the
Lord, so he may �ill our lives in a new and
deeper way this Advent season.

Sunday’s Readings:

Isaiah 40.1-5, 9-11
Psalm 85
2 Peter 3.28-14
Mark 1.1-8

Day of Confessions

From December 10 to 16, 2017, each parish
in the Archdiocese of Toronto will be holding a Day
of Confessions . This week, let us make the journey
into the heart of our relationship with God. Take a
long, loving look at the ways God calls us to grow.
Take this challenge and hold it in readiness for the
rich blessing that is manifest in the Sacrament of
Reconciliation. 

At St. Basil’s, additional opportunity for
Confession will be available on Thursday,
December 14 during the following times:

9:00AM–12:00PM;•
6:30PM–8:00PM.•

USMC Schola Cantorum

The University of St. Michael’s College
Schola Cantorum, directed by Michael O’Connor,
presents Begotten of Light. 

Featuring selections from a thousand
years of seasonal choral music, including
plainchant, Hildegard, Tallis, Victoria, Lassus,
Billings, MacMillan, Biebl — not forgetting
Anonymous.

December 11 at 7:30pm
St. Basil’s Catholic Parish

Admission is free, donations are welcome to
provide support to families in need at Christmas.

A Catholic Goes to the Movies

A Catholic Goes to the Movies is a collection
of thirty‐seven �ilm reviews by Father Daniel Callam,
C.S.B.

“[...]thoroughly enjoyable and beautifully written,
with humour and penetrating exegesis.”

—Michael D. Obrien, artist and author

There will be an opportunity to purchase the
book, as well as a book signing following the

10:30AM Mass at Coffee Hour on December 10. 
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